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President’s Message
President’s Message – February 2018

A belated Happy New Year to All! Let’s make it a successful one by continuing the momentum
from past months that culminated in a very exciting Holiday Party. I’d like to offer a personal thank
you to all who helped make it such a success. We have many must-attend events in the coming
months that we’ll reveal as the Chapter year unfolds. Let’s begin with the February 20th meeting. It
will be jam-packed because it’s “recognition month.” We’ll be voting for our new Woman of the
Year, a very high honor that will go to a very deserving Trendsetter. So please mark it on your calendar...every vote counts!! Look for candidate details in this issue. We’ll also be revealing a few
surprise awards! Shhhh. . . it’s a secret!
And, we’ll hold a New Member Orientation and Installation. Our speaker for the month is our own
Allison Fedrick, who will share her skills and training on “How Today’s Business Women Will
Lead Tomorrow”. See what I mean about jam-packed!
I congratulate the Professional Development team for continuing to bring us top-notch speakers.
In January we had the enjoyable and informative Dr. Christian Reichardt, DC. You know about our
talented presenter for February’s program. And, on March 20th we have the dynamic and popular,
Clarence Caldwell of True Life Enterprises. Another red letter day for your calendar!
Let’s make 2018 the Year of Participation! Attend the business meetings and support your fellow
members, guests and speakers! Board meetings are open to all members! We’d love for you to
join us for the next one on February 7th at Coco’s in Palm Desert. You all have something to contribute and we are always looking for fresh ideas and perspectives! Think about joining a Committee, too! The Fundraising Committee is reforming with a change of leadership and we need your
help! Participation is your first step to becoming a candidate for our chapter’s awards and recognition next time!
Once again, I wish everyone much happiness in the coming year! See you at the meeting!
Bev
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November Board Meeting Minutes
ABWA Board Meeting Agenda
November 8, 2017, 6:08 PM - 8:30 PM
Mario’s, Palm Desert
In attendance: Bev, Tami, Rosemary, Carolyn, Jeff, Melissa, Natalie, Sharon, and Allison

1) Business for Nov 14 Dinner Meeting

Everyone

New Member Spotlight: Natalie— Member spotlight will be Roslyn Schiller.
Holiday Party Update: Nicole/Theresa
Nicole will NOT be at the November dinner meeting so Theresa and Bryon will give the event update.
The notes taken at the last Fundraiser meeting, November 6th, were read and discussed.
Bev has started the Donation List and brought the Donation Letter (to be given to potential donors)
Group had discussion regarding the Silent Auction.
“7 Nights in the Valley” Update: Nicole/Theresa
Neither Nicole or Theresa were present at the Board meeting, but the “7 Nights in the Valley was not discussed
because the event was postponed,

Paint Party Update: Natalie said she would provide an update at the dinner meeting.

2) Audit Committee: Laurie/Carolyn
Carolyn said besides Laurie Renner, we need two other members to do the audit. Carolyn volunteered,
Theresa will be asked to attend. If she can’t make it, Melissa will do it..
3) January Dinner Meeting Location: Everyone
Bev said we have no location commitment for meetings as of January. She will see if IWCC will continue to
give us the same price for the first few months of 2018. Carolyn made a motion to remain at IWCC for January,
February And March if they’re still available and if the price is the same. Natalie 2nd. Motion passed
4) Approval Oct board minutes: Bev
Motion made by Carolyn to accept October minutes, Sharon seconded, Motion passed.
Reports of Officers and Committees
A) Chapter Advisor: Carolyn
Carolyn passed out copies of the GAP Analysis and asked the Board members to go ahead and complete it.
She will email it also. The places that have an asterisk are the ones she wants our input on. She asked that we
return it at the next meeting or for us to complete it, scan it and return it by email.
A discussion regarding “Giving Back to The Community” was held. Group decided to support “Best Friends’
Closet” (Clothes for Business Activities) starting in January. The charity may change in a few months.
Carolyn also reminded the group that December 15th is Tax Day and reports are due. She said Laurie has al
ready submitted the reports
B) Treasurer : Laurie sent a report stating that December 15th is Tax Day. We are all up tp date and tax forms have
been sent in.
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January Business Dinner Photos

Paint Party
Membership Event
Membership Chair, Natalie
Agrisani working with Nicole
Rixon at “Sweet Stamp Shop”
held a successful and fun paint
party.
Natalie at itsnatalie@gmx.com
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November Board Meeting Minutes Continued
C) Fundraising/Advertising: Nicole/Theresa
Lots of discussion about the political correctness of “Dreaming of a
White Christmas” vs something like “Winter Wonderland”. Group decided it’s too late to make any changes
now. Rosemary reminded the group of the importance of attending meetings and reading the minutes rather
than expressing a viewpoint later.
Melissa told the group her table decorations are always “generic” so as to not be offensive to anyone. She also t
old the group she will need some help with registration at the event.
Another discussion regarding Fundraising was how to “pitch it” during the meetings. When talking about what
the fundraising money will be used for, the group wants Nicole and Theresa to use the phrase “Educational pro
grams for ABWA members and Coachella Valley women” rather than “Scholarships”. This is important. Rose
mary will talk to them about this.
D) Membership: Natalie said we have 18 confirmed for the Paint Night event. She told the group she has it under control. Rosemary was asked to put Kathie Gibbs on the Constant Contact list.
E) Hospitality: Jeff and Melissa said we barely have 20 members attending the next meeting. Bev said she will send
an email to the members.
F) Website & Community Connections: Allison— A few changes have to be made to the website for the Holiday Party.
Allison already got the payment button done. The other changes will be made soon.
G) Newsletter: Joyce/Rosemary Rosemary said we have a very good “open rate” (42% to 45%).
Bev suggested that at the mid year planning meeting we bring up member retention and an incentive to read the
newsletters and Event send outs.
H) Professional Development: Dom/Dana— Dom said we have no need for a speaker in December. In January, Melissa
and Allison will talk about something they learned from the National Conference. The board will pay for their
dinner rather than give them the usual stipend of $50.00
Dom said the February speaker is a chiropractor from Yucca Valley that will talk about STRESS. Dom is trying
to find a speaker for March.

I) Education: Sharon says January 31st is the final date to submit the SBMEF money of $2,000. We can solicit application after our money is in. Sharon also told the group Marge Davis would be attending the Holiday Party and
that she would give a short talk about her involvement in ABWA
J) Correspondence: Edwina— Bev read a report from Edwina that all correspondence and cards have been sent out
and that they are up to date with correspondence. They sent a “Thank You” to Alicia Greenwald for her donation
of $500. After a short discussion, the group decided it would be up to the discretion of the chapter president as
to who should receive a card in unique circumstances.
K) Publicity/Promotions: Carol Carpenter— Bev read an email note from Carol regarding her progress for the
publicity for the Holiday party.
L) Miscellaneous: Bev said we will have a Mid-Year Planning Meeting on Saturday, January 13 at Agua
Caliente Casino’s Buffet. It will start at 9 am and last approximately. three hours.
Next Board Meeting: Wed, Jan 10th. Location to be determined later. No meeting in December
Current Board: Bev, Tami, Laurie, Theresa, Rosemary, Martie, Carolyn, Edwina, Jeff, Melissa, Joyce, Dom, Dana,
Natalie, Sharon, Nicole, Allison, Carol
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Photos from the November Dinner Meeting
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Trendsetter Letter
Trendsetter Chapter of ABWA

Trendsetter Chapter of ABWA

November 14 Business Meeting

January 16, 2018 Business Meeting

Indian Wells Country Club, Indian Wells, CA

Indian Wells Country Club, Indian Wells, CA
There were twenty-one members and three guests in attendance.

There were twenty members and six guests in attendance

At 6:00 p.m. President Bev welcome all the members and visitors
to the first general meeting of 2018.

President Bev Licata opened the meeting at 6:00 PM with a
warm welcome and reminding members and guests to silence
their cell phones.

On every table was a sign with the new ABWA logo: BE Bold, Be
Brave, Be You.
Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Laura Meeks.

Pledge of Allegiance: Cathy Scarms led the pledge.

After dinner the 30-second Self- Introduction lead by Natalie
Agrisani. A new addition to the self Introduction is the Member
Spotlight. This month Rosalin Schiller, financial advisor for Merrill
Lynch in Indian Wells spoke. She will give you a 360 degree view of
your financial needs.

30 Second Introductions: Tami Draper led the 30 second introductions.
Member Spotlight: Natalie Agrisani, Membership Chair introduced Jill Coleman who shared her career path.

This month’s guest speaker was Christian H. Reichardt DC. He has
been a practicing Doctor of Chiropractic since 1983. Very early on
in his career, Dr. Reichardt specialized in the evaluation and care
of sports injuries and rehabilitation.

Program: Dana Melton introduced her husband, author and
speaker James Melton, PhD, who spoke on visionary leadership.

Next month’s speakers will be Allison Fedrick and Melissa
McCaughey. The topic is ABWA Conference Round-Up.

Opportunity Drawing: Donna Wolfe and Cathy Scarms conducted the opportunity drawing.

How Today’s Business Women Will Lead Tomorrow.

October Meeting Minutes: President Bev Licata asked for input
on the October meeting minutes. There were no corrections
and Edwina Dirk moved with Rosemary Woodward seconding
the motion to approve. Motion carried.

Thank you to the following members who donated gifts for the opportunity drawing and to Rosemary and Donna for handing out the
gifts.
Woman of the Year nominations were handed out at the meeting
by Carolyn. Members were asked to nominate the member who
worked over and beyond this past year for the Trendsetter Chapter.
Voting for the Woman of the Year will be at the February general
meeting.

Reports by Officers and Committees:
Treasurer report: Laurie Renner said the October report had
been posted to Community Connections and will be available
for audit.

Melissa reported that the Dreaming of a White Christmas party
was a great event. The feedback from those who attended was
very positive. The balloon pop was once again an excellent fundraiser.

Fundraising: Nicole Rixon explained the status of the Holiday
Party goals using a flip chart with a thermometer to show
where we are and where we need to go financially and in solicitations.

Bev asked that the November minutes be tabled until the February
meeting.

Membership: Natalie Agrisani promoted the Paint Social and
encouraged members to attend and bring guests who may
potentially be new members.

Treasurer Laurie Renner reminded everyone that the financial report is on Community Connections. She reported that the Dreaming of a White Christmas event made $5,000.

Joyce Godier explained the annual Cookie Classic and Soup
Throw Down to be held November 19th at her home.

The Women on the Go conference is schedule for March 2 at
Buena Park CA. Debbie Frazer will be one of the speakers at the
conference.

Hospitality: Jeff Lopez conducted the Guest Dinner Drawing
which was won by Kathy Gibbs.
Dana Melton provided inspiration with her closing remarks.

Bev informed the Chapter that Melissa Mccaughey is running for
the office of treasurer at the national level.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 PM.

Ann Johnson was the lucky winner of the guest dinner drawing. A
free dinner for Ann at a Chapter monthly meeting.

Respectfully submitted by

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

Joyce Godier for Martie Rixon

Minutes submitted by: Martie Rixon

Co-Chair Recording Secretary

Co-Chair Recording Secretary
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Holiday Party Photos

Photos by
Dana
Melton
760 365 4552
Send Out Cards
Independent
Distributor
danaphotoart@
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January 2018 Board Meeting Minutes
ABWA Board Meeting Minutes

By Rosemary Woodward

Wed, January 10, 2018 - 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Coco’s, 78375 Varner Rd, Palm Desert, CA
Corrected on Jan. 21, 2018
Meeting called to order at 6:03 pm
In attendance: Bev, Tami, Laurie, Rosemary, Natalie, Carolyn, Melissa, Joyce, and Sharon
1) Business for Jan 16 Dinner Meeting
• New Member Spotlight: Natalie said that after the 30 second intros Rosalin Schiller will be the spotlighted member .
• Holiday Party Update: Melissa volunteered to give members the update regarding the proceeds of the fundraiser.
• Regional Conference Attendance: Melissa and Carolyn - Carolyn will tell the members about the Regional Conference which will be held in Sugarland, Texas at the end of the third week in March.
Melissa told the board she wants to run for a National Position this year and needs the Board to give it’s approval.
Discussion clarified that there is some money in this year’s budget and next year’s. Carolyn made the motion to
approve, Joyce seconded. The motion passed and the membership will be informed at the next general meeting.
• Woman of the Year. Bev will give a talk and explain the award in our January general meeting. Voting will be in February. Carolyn will help with ballots.
2) Fundraising Committee Update: Bev/Carolyn/Tami The Board was informed that both Theresa and Nicole have resigned from the ABWA Board. Melissa volunteered to head the Fundraising committee. The board decided that at the
upcoming meeting to tell the membership that the position is open and available in case anyone else wants to chair or cochair the position.
3) Mid-Year Planning Meeting: Bev reminded the Board members the meeting will be next Saturdaym January 20 at
Agua Caliente. Meeting will begin at 8:30 am
4) Audit Committee: Laurie/Carolyn told us we need a committee to audit the books. It will consist of Melissa, Carolyn,
and possibly Jeff. Theresa will also be asked and Laurie Renner will attend with “the books”.,
5) Approval Nov board minutes: Bev and Carolyn told the group there were three corrections that needed to be made in
the Nov. Minutes. Carolyn made the motion, Tami seconded that the minutes be accepted with the corrections made.
Reports of Officers and Committees
A) Chapter Advisor : Carolyn said on January 2 nd it looks like our Liability Insurance payment is due. Laurie will check
with National to be sure. On January 31st our SBMEF scholarship payment of $2200 is due. She asked Laurie to give
Sharon the check so it can go out.
B) Treasurer: Laurie gave the group the Treasurer’s Report for the last three months. She told the Board we made
about $5,000 from the Holiday Party.
C) Fundraising/Advertising: TBD (see item #2)
D) Membership: Natalie told the group that in December, she, Bev and Tami had a meeting. They decided that they will
have monthly meetings on the 4th Tuesday of the month (January 23rd) they will meet at Panera Bread (Monterey and Hwy
111). At the February membership meeting they will have a New Member Installation. Next possible activity will be Bowling. Date to be determined later. Natalie also told the group that for the January meeting, she will have this year’s Theme
Logo on each of the Table tops. Also told us that Joanne Edwards (Legal Shield) will be joining.
E) Hospitality: Jeff/Melissa told the group that the For January we gave a guarantee of 20 people. However,
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January 2018 Board Meeting Minutes Continued
“Walk-Ins” (Attendees that do not made a reservation) threw our count way off.
F) Website & Community Connections: Allison was not in attendance; no report.
G) Newsletter: Joyce/Rosemary Joyce said the next newsletter is going out February 1 st.
H) Professional Development: Dom/Dana Their report indicates that Allison and Melissa will be the February
speakers. Board members are encouraged to bring ideas for speakers to the planning meeting on January 20 th.
I) Education: Sharon said the final date for scholarship applications is March 31 st. She explained some of the
qualifications to the Board members.
J) Correspondence: Edwina has already gotten all

the cards ready for February and March.

K) Publicity/Promotions: Carol Carpenter sent
Bev a note requesting details about up
coming events. No meeting has been set
up yet.
Next Board Meeting: Bev suggests the first Wed Feb 7th due to 2nd Wed being Valentine’s Day.
The location will be Las Casuelas in Rancho
Mirage.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:41 pm.
Current Board: Bev, Tami, Laurie, Rosemary,
Natalie, Martie, Carolyn, Edwina, Jeff, Melissa,
Joyce, Dom, Dana, Sharon, Allison, Carol
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Holiday Party Photos

Photo collage provided
by Dana Melton
Send Out Cards
(760) 365-4552
danaphotoart@
Jamesmelton.com
Trendsetter Chapter

The Trendsetter Chapter meets the third Tuesday of the month at
Indian Wells Country Club 46000 Club Dr., Indian Wells
(Just east of Eldorado Dr.)
Dinner $30.00
Reservations : (760) 565 ABWA or www.palmdesertabwa.org
Credit Cards Accepted (except Discover)
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Holiday Party Photos

Trendsetter Vision
"Trendsetter Chapter's Vision is to be the best we can be! We will strive to understand and satisfy the needs of
our members and make it a priority to recognize member achievements, to celebrate member and chapter
successes and provide the opportunities to grow with educational programs, networking opportunities and
friendship. We promise to support one another and have fun in the process."
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Holiday Party Photos

The mission of the American Business Women’s Association
is to bring together businesswomen of diverse occupations
and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves
and others grow personally and professionally through
leadership, education, networking support, and national
recognition.
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2017-2018 Executive Officers and Committee Chairs
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Donor Recognition
Many Thanks to Our Raffle Donors

Melissa McCaughey—Comfort Keepers 2 gifts
Sharon Smith— Education Co-Chair 2 gifts
Carolyn Barry—funtrafficschool.com 1 gift
Dr. Reichardt, DC 1 gift
Edwina Dirk—CA School of Nursing 2 gifts
Bev Licata—BL Consulting & Seminars, Inc. 1 gift
Joana Edwards—Legal Shield 1 gift

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct
1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business Women’s Association.
2..Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with the representation of
ABWA’s mission.
3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect,
fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness and in good faith.
4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network bylaws.
5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests.
6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by maintaining and enhancing their own business
knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other members.
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Trendsetters Recognition
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