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Happy May Trendsetters!  

I am not sure how many April showers will 
bring May flowers to the desert but spring is 
on is way! We are gearing up for the hot 
weather and setting up some mixers 
along the way.  
 
May is our voting month for the 2023-2024           
incoming board so please show up and make 
your vote count!  
 
We have some great events in the next few months and the 
fundraising team is working out details now. On the horizon is a 
bingo brunch, Quartermania and some other special events.   
 
Hope you are all staying well and hydrated as the sizzle sets 
back into the Coachella Valley!  Happy early Mother's Day to all 
of you and your mothers in each of your families!! 
 
In ABWA Spirit, 
 

Melissa 

The mission of the American                   

Business Women’s Association is to 

bring together business women of     

diverse occupations and to provide    

opportunities for them to help themselves 

and others grow personally and         

professionally through leadership,        

education,  networking support,                              

and national recognition. 

What’s  
Trending 

  Trendsetter Chapter 
American Business Women’s Association  

 
mailing address 

7760 Country Club Drive, Suite I 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY - May 14 
 
Mother's Day is a celebration     
honoring the mother of the family, 
as well as motherhood, maternal 
bonds, and the influence of mothers 
in society.  
 
In 1908, the U.S. Congress rejected 
a proposal for Mother's Day to    
become an official holiday, joking 
that they would also have to proclaim a "Mother-in-law's Day".  
 
In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation designating 
Mother's Day, held on the second Sunday in May, as a national 
holiday to honor mothers.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Board Meeting ~ May 9  
Chapter Elections and Meeting ~ May 16 
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A TRENDSETTER VISION 
 

Our Chapter Vision is to become the best we 
can be by being the leading organization in the 
Inland Empire for connecting people through        
networking, education, leadership and thru        
recognition.   
 
We strive to understand and satisfy the needs 
of our members, both women and men, and 
make it a priority to recognize member 
achievements, to celebrate our member and 
chapter successes and provide opportunities.  
 
We promise to support one another with                              
professionalism and friendship; and have fun in 
the process.      

 
2022 - 2023 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

 President ... Melissa McCaughey 
Vice President ... Terri Cox 

Recording Secretary ... Laurie Renner 
Treasurer ... Tammy Becker 
 Correspondence Secretary 

Karen Oliver 
 

Immediate Past President  
Natalie Angrisani 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Education 
Sharon Smith   

  
Membership 

Natalie Angrisani 
Bev Licata                                                                        

 
Professional Development   

Dominique Fruchtman  
Joyce Godier, Bev Licata                                                                         

 
Newsletter Editor  
Natalie Angrisani 

 
Chapter Advisor 

Karen Oliver 

May Highlights in Women’s History  
 

May 1, 1950  
Gwendolyn Brooks becomes the first African-American 

woman to receive a Pulitzer Prize for Poetry, named Library 
of Congress’s Consultant in Poetry (later called Poet        

Laureate) in 1985. 
 

 May 5, 1938  
Dr. Dorothy H. Andersen presents results of her medical 

research identifying the disease cystic fibrosis at a meeting 
of the American Pediatric Association.  

 
May 8, 1914  

President Woodrow Wilson signs a Proclamation              
designating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. 

 
May 10, 1872  

Victoria Woodhull is nominated as the first woman candidate 
for U.S. president for the Equal Rights Party. 

 
 May 12, 1968 

 A 12-block Mother’s Day march of “welfare mothers” is 
held in Washington, D.C., led by Coretta Scott King and  

Ethel Kennedy. 
 
  

Anna Mae Hays and Elizabeth P. Hoisington officially receive 
ranks as U.S. Army Generals, becoming the first women to 

do so. 
 

 May 21, 1932  
Amelia Earhart Putnam becomes the first woman to          

complete a solo-transatlantic flight by flying 2,026 miles    
from Newfoundland to Ireland in just under 15 hours. 

 
 May 21, 1973  

Lynn Genesko, a swimmer, receives the first athletic      
scholarship awarded to a woman (University of Miami). 

 
 May 29, 1977  

Janet Guthrie becomes the first woman to qualify for and 
complete the Indy 500 car race 

 
May 29, 1943 

 “Rosie the Riveter” by Norman Rockwell appears on the 
cover of the Saturday Evening Post  

Happy Birthday 

 

Tammy Becker - May 1 

DJ Conlon - May 3 

Allison Fedrick - May 6 

Karen Oliver - May 9 

Joyce Godier - May 15  

Bev Licata - May 31 

  

 
Congratulations  

 
Melissa McCaughey 
   ABWA 10 Year member (2013) 

 
Sharon Smith 

ABWA 64 Year member (1959) 
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(Do you know someone who might be eligible to apply for a SBMEF Impact Scholarship? If so, share this information)  
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(Do you                                Cinco de Mayo 

Cinco de Mayo is an annual celebration recognizing the Mexican army's victory over 
the French at the Battle of Puebla in 1862. The battle, which took place as the French 
attempted to carve out a new empire in Mexican territory, helped slow down the            
invading force's advance on Mexico City. someone who might be eligible to apply for a 

National Nurses Week 
Every year from May 6th to 12th, nurses are recognized for their service 
and dedication to caring for others and improving the health of patients 
nationwide through National Nurses Week. Throughout the week, 
healthcare organizations celebrate their teams, and you'll even see   
nurses featured on the news. Nurses are essential members of America's 
healthcare workforce who provide care through every stage of life, and 
working with patients at their most intimate and vulnerable moments. May 
6 is National Nurses Day. May 12 is the birthday of Florence Nightingale, 
the founder of modern nursing. 

Star Wars Day  

Star Wars Day is an informal commemorative day observed annually on May 4 to 
celebrate the Star Wars media franchise created by George Lucas. Observance 
of the day spread quickly through media celebrations since the franchise began 
in 1977. The date originated from the pun "May the Fourth be with you", a variant 
of the popular Star Wars catchphrase "May the Force be with you".  

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Day 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the men 
and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial Day 2023 will occur on     
Monday, May 29. 

Originally known as Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the Civil War and         

became an official federal holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting 

cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, it 

marks the beginning of the summer season. 

The National Moment of Remembrance Act was signed by President Bill Clinton on December 

20, 2000 designating 3:00 p.m. as a moment of silence to “pause and consider the true mean-

ing of the holiday”. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_commemorative_days
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_franchise
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lucas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catchphrase
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_the_Force_be_with_you
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This space 

is available  

This space 

is available  
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Visit our Chapter website:                       
palmdesertabwa.org 

 
Like us on Facebook at:                                    

facebook.com/ABWAPalmDesert                   
 

Follow ABWA on Twitter:              
twitter.com/ABWAHQ 

 
Connect with ABWA on LinkedIn: 

www.linkedin.com/company/american-
business-womens-association/ 

ABWA Trendsetter Chapter 

SET OF CORE VALUES FOR ABWA 
Our core values are the foundation on which the American  
Business Women’s Association (ABWA) was founded on in 
1949. They are reflective of the ABWA culture and have been 
integral to creating an enduring and supportive community for 
generations of women in the workplace. 
 
  1. Selfless Leadership  
 2. Building Community 
 3. Value and Seek Diversity  
 4. Manage for Innovation and Excellence  
 5. Lifelong Learning 
 6. Focus on Facts and Own the Results  
 7. Choose to Make A Difference  
 8. Celebrate  

ABWA PROUD CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Proud Code of Conduct was developed as a means of guiding all     
members in making ethical decisions.  The broad states of the code of      
conduct that are listed below are not expected to cover all conduct for 
all situations. This is why the Proud Code of Conduct was created as a 
living and fluid code. 
 

As an ABWA member, I will serve as a goodwill Ambassador for 
the American Business Women’s Association.  

 
As an ABWA member, I will adhere to the Association’s Bylaws 

and   comply with the Associations Brand Guidelines. 
 
As an ABWA member, I will not use my personal power or         

influence to advance my own interests. 
 
As an ABWA member, I will not allow my personal beliefs or     

convictions to alienate other members, prospective members, 
and sponsors at any level of the ABWA organization (local, 
regional or national). 

 
As an ABWA member, I will always treat member colleagues,  the 

ABWA National Team, guests, speakers, vendors and spon-
sors with dignity and respect.  

The minutes of our 2022-23 Board meetings 
and of our 2022-23 Chapter meetings are 
posted to Chapter Resources in Community 
Connections. 

  STEPHEN BUFTON MEMORIAL EDUCATIONAL FUND  

For more than 73 years, the members of ABWA have provided   
opportunities for women to achieve both their personal and their 
professional best by sponsoring applicants, with contributions, 
raising funds, and continuing to support the mission of SBMEF. 
We salute the members of ABWA and their supporters who 
have made and continue to make scholarships possible.        

 
Your contributions to SBMEF makes a difference.  

Melissa McCaughey 
Chapter President                                                        

 

Chapter phone 
(760) 565-ABWA 

  
email 

info@palmdesertabwa.org 
 

mailing address 
7760 Country Club Drive, Suite I 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 


