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The mission of the American Business                 
Women’s Association is to bring together 

business women of diverse occupations 
and to provide opportunities for them to 

help themselves and others grow         
personally and professionally through   

leadership, education, networking        
support, and national recognition. 

What’s  
Trending 

  Trendsetter Chapter 
American Business Women’s Association  

mailing address 
77760 Country Club Drive, Suite I 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 

Veterans Day 
Veterans Day began as “Armistice Day” on 

Nov. 11, 1919, the anniver�sary of the end of 
World War I. In 1926, It became an annual  
observance in 1938 and in 1954, Congress 
voted to change the name to Veterans Day 

since the United States had been in two wars 
since Armistice Day.    

                            THANK YOU TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE.  

The Story of Thanksgiving 

Many of us think of Thanksgiving as a time to gather with family or 
friends for a fun day of parades, football; and the day before it’s the 
holiday shopping season. In grade school, I was 
told the first Thanksgiving was a celebration of 
the harvest with a feast shared by the pilgrims 
and Native Americans.  
 
Thanksgiving actually did not officially recognized 
as a holiday until 1863 when President Abraham 
Lincoln signed and issued a proclamation to    
declare “a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise.” This 
was the culmination of a 36-year campaign by the 
“mother” of Thanksgiving, Sarah Josepha Buell 
Hale, a magazine editor and a writer who wrote a 
poem that became the famous nursery rhyme 
“Mary Had a Little Lamb.”  
 
Hale promoted her campaign to make Thanksgiving a national holiday 
by writing and publishing Thanksgiving themed poems, about families 
happily dining together, and some recipes for autumnal fare like roast 
turkey, sweet potato pudding and pumpkin pie so that her readers 
would hunger for a day when they could eat all of these delicious 
foods.  

However you celebrate 
Thanksgiving, be grateful for 
your families, friends and 
freedom.  Be kind to one  
another and help those in 
need.  
 
Thankfully yours                                                                                   

Natalie Angrisani 

Trendsetter                      
Chapter President 
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2023 - 2024 
TRENDSETTER  BOARD 

 

 President .. Natalie Angrisani 
Vice President .. Laurie Renner 

Recording Secretary .. Terri Cox 
Treasurer .. Tammy Becker 

 Correspondence Secretary 
Karen Oliver 

Immediate Past President  
Melissa McCaughey 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Education 

Sharon Smith   
  

Fundraising 
Melissa McCaughey 

 
Membership 
Edwina Dirk                                                                       

 
Professional Development   

Dominique Fruchtman  
Joyce Godier, Bev Licata   

 
Newsletter Editor                                                                       
Natalie Angrisani 

 
Chapter Advisor 

Karen Oliver 

Membership Anniversaries 

Pudge Earskine 2020 
Jessica Jimenez 2022 

Cecilia Lovo 2022 
Gabriel Tinajero 2022 

OUR  TRENDSETTER 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
Our Vision is to be the leading          

organization in Southern California 

for connecting people through  

networking, education, leadership 

and recognition.  

 

We will strive to understand and to    

satisfy the needs of our members, 

both women and men, and make it 

a priority to recognize member 

achievements, to celebrate our 

member and chapter successes 

and to provide professional       

development opportunities.  

 

We promise to support one      

another with professionalism and 

friendship; and have fun in the   

process.      

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS IN WOMEN’S HISTORY 

November 1, 1848                                                                                                                                                 
First medical school for women, the New England Female Medical 
School, opens, in 1874 and merged with Boston University as one of 

the world’s first co-ed medical schools. 

November 8, 1910                                                                                                                                                              
The state of Washington passes a constitutional amendment to guarantee 

woman suffrage. 

November 8, 1984                                                                                                                                                     
Dr. Anna L. Fisher, a physician on the shuttle Discovery, becomes the first 

American mother and third American woman to fly into space. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

November 11,1993                                                                                                                                                              
The Vietnam Women’s Memorial is dedicated in Washington, D.C. after be-

ing conceived by former army combat nurse Diane Carlson Evans and 
sculpted by Glenna Goodacre to honor the 265,000 women                                

who voluntarily served during the Vietnam era. 
 

November 12, 1815 (1902)                                                                        
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, feminist, suffragist, organized first U.S. women’s 
rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, the first president    

of the National Woman Suffrage Association  
 

November 13, 1938                                                                                                                             
Mother Francis Xavier Cabrini is beatified, the first American woman citizen 

to become a saint. 
 

November 14, 1889                                                                                                                                              
Journalist Elizabeth Cochran, aka Nellie Bly, sails around the world in 72 

days, 6 hours, 11 minutes, and 14 seconds, beating the fictional record set 
by Phineas Fogg in Jules Verne’s Around the World in Eighty Days. 

 
November 14, 1903                                                                                         

The U.S. Women’s Trade Union League is established. 
 

November 14, 1946                                                                                                                              
Emily Greene Balch, co-founder of the Women’s International League for 

Peace and Freedom, is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
 

November 28, 1881     
The first organizational meeting is held for the predecessor group to         

the American Association of University Women (AAUW). 

November 
Trendsetter Birthdays 

 
Pudge Erskine 11/18 

and 
Cecilia Lovo 11/23 
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In addition to fulfilling the mission of ABWA, the members of our Trendsetter Chapter recognize how 

important it is to support our local community here in the Coachella Valley. In that vein, we participate 

in chamber events, community events, and maintain relationships with members of other non-profits.  

On Thursday, November 1st,  we are one of the community partners/event sponsors celebrating the 

Open House/new offices of Alzheimers Coachella Valley.             

Community Partners and Sponsors 

Alzheimers Coachella Valley is a 501c3 non-

profit providing support and services for the 

Coachella Valley residents living with cognitive 

impairment, their families and care partners.  



TRENDSETTER CHAPTER                visit us online at:  www.palmdesertabwa.org                         page   4  

NOVEMBER 2023    VOLUME 20  ISSUE  4  



TRENDSETTER CHAPTER                visit us online at:  www.palmdesertabwa.org                         page   5  

NOVEMBER 2023    VOLUME 20  ISSUE  4  



TRENDSETTER CHAPTER                visit us online at:  www.palmdesertabwa.org                         page   6  

NOVEMBER 2023    VOLUME 20  ISSUE  4  

2023 Winter YumRaiser 

It’s the time of year when gift giving (especially sweets) is a popular way to send good wishes                          
and share in the spirit of the season.   

With your help we can meet our fundraising goals and continue our educational programs                                       
and scholarships for women in the Coachella and Imperial Valleys.   

For the complete selection, copy and paste this link in your browser: 

https://bit.ly/Sweet_Holiday 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

all orders include tax and shipping* and must be placed by November 30 

and will be delivered directly to you or to your recipient. 

*Shipping: $7.95 (for orders up to $39.99)  $5.95 (for orders from $40.00-$69.99) 

Shipping is free for orders $70.00 and over 

  

Share this order link https://bit.ly/Sweet_Holiday 

   with your family, friends, associates and social media contacts.                               

 

Enjoy the 2023 Holiday Season  

and take advantage of this easy way to check names off your gift-giving list. 

Thank You  For your “Sweet Support” 

 

ABWA Trendsetter Chapter 

ABWA is a non-profit organization under IRS Code 501(c)6  I.D. #33-0365298 

https://bit.ly/Sweet_Holiday
https://bit.ly/Sweet_Holiday
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Visit our Chapter website:                       

palmdesertabwa.org 
 

Like us on Facebook at:                                    
facebook.com/ABWAPalmDesert                   

 
Follow ABWA on Twitter:              

twitter.com/ABWAHQ 
 

Connect with ABWA on LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/company/american-

business-womens-association/ 

SET OF CORE VALUES FOR ABWA 
Our core values are the foundation on which the American  
Business Women’s Association (ABWA) was founded on in 
1949. They are reflective of the ABWA culture and have been 
integral to creating an enduring and supportive community 
for generations of women in the workplace. 
 
  1. Selfless Leadership  
 2. Building Community 
 3. Value and Seek Diversity  
 4. Manage for Innovation and Excellence  
 5. Lifelong Learning 
 6. Focus on Facts and Own the Results  
 7. Choose to Make A Difference  
 8. Celebrate  

ABWA PROUD CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Proud Code of Conduct was developed as a means of guiding all     
members in making ethical decisions. The broad states of the code 
of conduct that are listed below are not expected to cover all conduct 
for all situations. This is why the Proud Code of Conduct was created 
as a living and fluid code. 
 

As an ABWA member, I will serve as a goodwill Ambassador   
for the American Business Women’s Association.  

 
As an ABWA member, I will adhere to the Association’s Bylaws      

and comply with the Associations Brand Guidelines. 
 
As an ABWA member, I will not use my personal power or         

influence to advance my own interests. 
 
As an ABWA member, I will not allow my personal beliefs           

or convictions to alienate other members, prospective      
members, and sponsors at any level of the ABWA           
organization (local, regional or national). 

 
As an ABWA member, I will always treat member colleagues,  

the ABWA National Team, guests, speakers, vendors and 
sponsors with dignity and respect.  

Trendsetter                          
Chapter Officers 

 
Natalie Angrisani 

President 
 

Laurie Renner 
Vice-President                                                        

 
Terri Cox 

Recording Secretary 
  

Karen Oliver 
Correspondence Secretary 

 
Tammy Becker 

Treasurer 

The Stephen Bufton Memorial Educational Fund provides        
educational grants and scholarships to women pursuing 
post-secondary educational goals as well as ongoing    
professional  development in order to support their career 
advancement and to help them become the leaders,    
mentors and role models of the future. 
 
Scholarships are awarded each year in the amounts of 
$1,000 to $10,000. All scholarships have requirements 
designated by the SBMEF Board of  Trustees. All of the 
applications must be submitted by May 15, 2024.  
 
For more information, contact: Sharon Smith, Trendsetter 
Chapter Education Chair   sharlar92808@gmail.com  

mailto:%202023.34%20One_Membership_A_Lifetime_of_Possibilities_Template_%201.pdf?subject=One%20Membership

